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when flames of sulphurous blue or metallic red sweep across
the heaving billows of the infernal lake, casting a broad glare
on the jagged sides of the insulated craters, which shoot up
eddying streams of fire with a continuous roar, varied at
frequent intervals by loud detonations, as spherical masses of
fusing lava or bright ignited stones are hurled into the air.1
It is no wonder that so appalling a spectacle should have
impressed the imagination of the natives and filled it with
ideas of the dreadful beings who inhabit the fiery abyss.
They considered the great crater, we are told, as the primaeval
abode of their volcanic deities : the black cones that rise like
islands from the burning lake appeared to them the houses
where the gods often amused themselves by playing at
draughts : the roaring of the furnaces and the crackling of
the flames were the music of their dance; and the red
flaming surge was the surf wherein they played, sportively
swimming on the rolling wave.2
For these fearful divinities they had appropriate names ; The divini
one was the King of Steam or Vapour, another the
Rain of Night, another the Husband of Thunder, another
the Child of War with a Spear of Fire, another the Fiery-
eyed Canoe-breaker, another the Red-hot Mountain holding
or lifting Clouds, and so on. But above them all was the
great goddess Pe"le". All were dreaded : they never journeyed
on errands of mercy but only to receive offerings or to
execute vengeance; and their arrival in any place was
announced by the convulsive trembling of the earth, by the
lurid light of volcanic eruption, by the flash of lightning, and
the clap of thunder. The whole island was bound to pay Offerings
them tribute or support their temples and devotees; and
whenever the chiefs or people failed to send the proper
offerings, or incurred their displeasure by insulting them
or their priests or breaking the taboos which should
be observed round about the craters, they filled the huge
cauldron on the top of Kirauea with moken lava, and spouted
the fiery liquid on the surrounding country; or they would
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